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R  B  P  0  U  T  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  theyear  1937. 


The  estimated  population  of  the  town  in  1937  is  2,197. 


There  were  36  Births  an  increase  of  3  on  1936. 


There  were  37  deaths  an  increase  of  6  on  19 36. 

Of  the  deaths  3  were  by  violence,  and  2  of  prematurely 
born  children.  Of  the  remaining  32  deaths  the  great 
majority  w^re  of  people  of  advanced  years  -  listed  as 

follows 


One  of  Influenza,  Three  of  Cancer,  Five  of  Cerebral 
Haemorrhage,  Three  of  Heart  Disease,  Two  of  Arterial 
Disease,  Two  of  l^ronehfcis,  One  of  Liver  Disease,  Two  of 
other  digestive  diseases,  Two  of  acute  Nephritis,  Three  of 
Senility  an;  Sight  of  other  defined  diseases. 

Of  the  36  children  born  34  were  legitimate,  two  were 
illegitimate. 


With  regard  to  infectious  disease,  there  was  one  case  cf 
Learie t  Fever,  one  of  Puerperal  pyrexia  and  one  of  Puerperal 
Fever.  There  were  three  of  Diptheria.  These  cases  of 
Diptheria  were  all  in  one  family  practically  at  the  same  time, 
and  were  all  sent  at  once  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  with  a 
view  to  preventing  the  spread  of  infection. 


There  were  no  fresh  cases  of  Tuberculouis  notified  during 
the  year  of  either  lungs  or  any  other  organ.  A3  will  be  seen 
by  Hie  foregoing  the  health  of  the  town  has  remained  remarkably 

good. 
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THE  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


These  consist  of  one  part  time  Medical  Officer  and 
one  part  time  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  Council  subsidises  the  Isolation  Hospital  at 

s 

Minehead  to  which  cases  of  infectious  disease  may  be  sent. 

In  the  case  of  the  major  infectious  diseases,  Cholera, 
Gmail  Pox,  Yellow  Fever,  Typhus  and  Plague,  these  can  be 
sent  to  the  County  Isolation  Hospital. 

In  the  case  of  ships  in  the  port  carrying  infectious 
disease,  berths  have  been  arranged*  The  berth  for  the 
five  major  infectious  diseases  above  mentioned,  beiiig  in 
the  Bay,  and  that  for  the  minor  infectious  diseases,  in  the 
middle  of  the  Harbour. 

The  General  Hospitals  at  Taunton  and  1  inehead  are 
available  for  emergencies  in  the  Town. 

The  St.John’s  ambulance  transports  all  non- infectious 
disease.  The  Isolation  Hospital  having  their  own  ambulance, 

Tuberculous  cases  are  treated,  if  required,  at  the 
Minehead  Clinic  or  at  the  County  Sanatoria.  There  are 
Clinics  at  Minehead  and  Taunton  for  Venereal  disease. 

Laboratory  work  is  carried  out  at  the  County 

Laboratories,  Taunton. 

There  are  two  resident  District  Purses. 

Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 

The  water  supply  has  been  adequate  and  satisfactory. 

The  refuse  of  the  town  is  conveyed  by  means  of  a 
Sanitary  Cart  to  an  Incinerator. 
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dumber  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 

(i)  By  Local  authority 

(  (a)  Rehousing  under  Housing  act  19 36 

With  ( 

»3tate  (  (b)  Overcrowding 

Assistance^ 

(  (c)  Other 


Without  State  Assistance  6 

(ii)  Ky  other  bodies  or  pereons 

(a)  With  State  Assistance  Nil 

» 

(b)  Without  State  Assistance  12 

Housing  Inspections:- 


1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts).  80 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  80 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included 

under  Sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  80 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpo  se  80 

3*  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to 

be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  None 


4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of 

thos  e  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 


Housing  action. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 

Officers.  12 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year:- 

A.  Proceedings  under  sections  9.  10  and  16 
of  the  Housing  Act%193<&: 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requir¬ 
ing  repairs  None. 
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( 2 )  Numb  er  o  f  dwe  II  inghous  e  s  whi  ch  were 
rendered  fit  aft.ir  service  of  formal 
notices 

(a)  %  Owners  12 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default 

of  owners  •••••• 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  i^cts:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  not ices s- 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...... 


C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11.  1^  and  26 
of  the  Housing  ;ict.  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 


Demolition  Orders  were  made.  None 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders.  None 

(3)  Clearance  Orders  made  None 

(4)  Clearance  Orders  confirmed  None 

(a)  Number  of  houses  involved.  ••••• 

(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished  . 


HOUSING  ACT.  1936  -  OVBRCUOs/DI NG:- 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  None 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 
(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  None 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  2 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  9 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  3-iOcal  Authority 
have  takei  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  radical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 
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MILK  SUPPLY . 


divided  as  follows 


Humber  of  Producers  on  the  Register 
Number  of  Distributors  on  the  egister 

•J  •  •  JJ  *%  /I  M  3 


4. 


as 


(a)  Distributors  only 

(b)  Distributors  who  are 


also  producers 


(A  producer  is  only  included  as  a  distributor  if 
he  definitely  makes  a  business  of  selling  his  milk  by 
retail  to  individual  customers). 

Dumber  of  licences  given  to  Graded  Milk  Distributors  1* 

(If  any,  give  particulars  of  designation)  Accredited* 

MEAT  SUPERVISION. 

Slaughterhouses:  Licenced  1.  Registered  2*  Total  3* 

WATER  SUPPLY. (Particulars  both  of  all  completed  schemes  and 
of  proposed  schemes  for  additional  water  supplies) 


Water  supply  no  change. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL.  (Particulars  of  any  works  put  in  hand 


during  the  year) 


No  fecial  work. 


MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  INQUIRIES.  (Particulars  of  any  held, 
object,  result) 


Nil. 


27th  July,  193B. 


Medical  Officer  of  health. 
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